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Stillwater Montessori School
1024 Stillwater Avenue Unit #1, Old Town, Maine  04468

Director:  Joe Alex      Educational Director:  Joanne Alex
“A non-profit, tax-exempt educational organization”

Telephone / Fax: (207) 827-2404

   PARENT FLYER #2                                         October 10, 2011

CALENDAR:

Tuesday, October 11th – Lego Club starts (3:30 to 4:30 p.m.@ Elementary)
Thursday, October 13th – Climate Change at UM (Natalie's Class)
Thursday, October 13th – E-Club (UM Lengyl Hall)
Wednesday, October 19th – Chess Club starts (3:30 to 4:30 p.m.@ Elementary)
Friday, October 21st - NO SCHOOL (Teacher-In Service Day at Kennebec Montessori School)
Thursday, October 27th – Trunk or Treat w/E-club (& Spaghetti Supper!)
Friday, October 28th – ½ Day Fall party (w/ animal/plant costumes) (11:30 a.m. student p/u at Elementary)
Friday, November 11th – NO SCHOOL (Veteran's day)
SCHOOL NEWS:

Dear Parents. 

You are cordially invited to an evening for parents on “ The Montessori Prepared Environment” The prepared environment is the cornerstone of Montessori education with the child being able to make choices with their teachers as their guides and to become independent learners. 

  For parents with children in the primary classrooms please join us on Tuesday, October 18th  from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm to  learn how the classroom is prepared for your child and get a chance to explore and try the work for yourself!  

For those parents with children at the elementary site, ( Lower Elementary, Upper El/ Middle School) please join us on Wednesday, October 19th from 6:00pm to 7:30 pm to learn about your child’s classroom! 

We hope to see you in the classrooms!  You will have fun and learn about your child’s day at school!

Please sign up on the bulletin boards at each site for our planning purposes!  We look forward to sharing a big part of your child’s day with you!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask!

Joe, Joanne ,  Marion , Al, Natalie, Peggy, Linda and Tammy     

Fundraising:


Dutch Bulbs:  Every year we collect orders for bulbs to be planted in the fall.  Linda Hall is coordinating these order forms .  Letter and order forms go out  next week.  Please fill them out and get friends to order.  Please return forms by October 20th.  Thanks.

Bottle Drive: Please bring your returnable bottles/cans to Skeeters Redemption on Stillwater Ave.   Skeeters is on the left coming from the Primary school on the way to Old Town Hannaford Store.  An school account is all set up.   You just drop them off anytime and say it’s a donation to Stillwater Montessori School.  If you wish, you may bring them to School (either Primary and Elementary) and we will take care of them.   Thanks for your donations as all funds raised support our school field trips.


Box Tops & Campbell’s Soup labels:  Please save your “Box Tops  for Education” labels and Campbell Soup labels as they can be used for School fundraising . There are collection boxes at both school locations.  Marion is coordinatig this collection.  Please see her for details.


Hannaford for Education:  There are coupons for certain items at Hannaford that are advertised as “School Dollar” items.  Turn these in at the Old Town Hannaford  or to the school for savings for the school.


Supper:  October 27th at Elementary from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. after “Trunk or Treat”

After-School Programs:


Chess Club:   This will be held on Weds. Starting Oct. 19th from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   held at Elemetnary and is open to the community and all are welcome. Instruction will be given. Please Sign-Up at School. 


Environmental Club:  Every other Thursday from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Meeting schedule is 10/13, 10/27, 11/10 and 12/1 for rest of year.


Lego Robotics Club: 
Held on Tuesdays from 3;30-4:30 p.m. at Elementary

* NOTE to PARENTS:  The New (and old) Staff Bios along with all Parent newsletters.

are on the School’s website: 
www.stillwatermontessori.org
LATE PICK-UP:
Please pick your child up on time.  SMS Staff are NOT available to stay late with students that are not picked-up on time. Please be aware of the heavy University traffic and local construction and plan accordingly to be on time.  Always call if you are going to be late.  Thank you for your consideration with this.
PRIMARY NEWS


Joanne’s Primary 1 Class: 

I want to welcome all our families to the start of a new year!   We have been busy building our class community and getting to know each other.  Our simple rules are Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Gentle. It has been a great start with our friends helping each other and being respectful of our environment.  Our kindness jar is filled daily with recognition for the things we say and do for ourselves, others,  and the environment.  I Care Cat is visiting us and we have been practicing his rules as well.  We have learned the first three:

1. We listen to each other.

2. Hands are for helping, not hurting

3. We use I-Care-Language

With each rule we have practiced and done activities related to  ourselves , others and the environment.  For example, with rule one we practiced the silence game where we make our bodies so still we only hear the sounds around us.  We also took a listening walk outside and inside!  For rule number two we made a helping hands poster on which we all traced our hands and said how they were helpful( it is on the wall by our snack table). And we have been practicing I- Care -Language such as May I play with you? , Please and Thank You, I am Sorry  and Excuse me.

This week we will continue learning about the rest of I Care Cat’s Rules, which are 

4. We care about each others’ feelings. 

5. We are responsible for what we say and do.

We have enjoyed getting to know our class pets and how to be kind to them.  We also have had the fun of watching our caterpillars transform into chrysalises and finally into butterflies. We released four painted ladies and two monarchs.  We also discovered many different caterpillars on our playground!  We are practicing our Japanese butterfly Song as a surprise for Kazuko, a Japanese intern in 2005 ,who will be visiting the end of the month!

For fall we have been learning about apples. We have tasted different varieties of apples and shared our favorites. We used helping hands to make applesauce and we learned about “the little red house with no doors and no windows and a star inside”! (an apple cut in half sideways). We also have enjoyed gathering and eating the pears from our school tree!

 Our new unit that we are talking about now is fire safety and we have all practiced our exit doors, meeting place, crawling low under smoke, checking the door with the back of our hand, and stop, drop and roll if fire gets on our clothing. We have  talked about things that are toys and not toys. We also will be having a visit from the Old Town Fire Department. Andrew will be coming to school with River to talk about being a firefighter and what they do.  It has been a very high interest unit and the children are excited at all they know and will be able to share with the firefighters when they come. 

In the next three weeks we will be talking about creatures of the night. We will do activities as well to show people how we are alike and different. As part of this unit we are starting Our Special Person of the Week this week with River.  Each child will have a week during the year to bring things in to help us learn about them.  Also as part of our unit we will be including adaptive equipment that is used to help us see, hear, and move.  To finish our October unit we will be talking about UNICEF and how we can help other children.

The children have really enjoyed the independent work time and have discovered new work in each area of the classroom!   They have done well with their work cycle of taking work off the shelf, doing the work and putting it back for others to find and explore!  

Our specials are going well. They are very responsive to Spanish and Music and are learning a lot. 

We want to thank everyone for the nice snacks that have been brought in to share.  We also have been picking the pears and eating them for snacks. 

Our days are full and busy. You are always welcome to join us if you have a few free moments!  It has been a wonderful start to the year. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to give me a call or email!

Joanne (

  Extended Day: Joanne’s Afternoon Group!

It has been a great start to the year with good friendships and being really kind to each other.  The weather has been great for our forest unit and we have been able to explore outside a lot.  As a result,we have had an excellent start to the year with our nature studies. We have explored the outdoors with our nature scopes and discovered many creatures along the way. We have learned how to explore under logs and return the logs so that we do not disturb the creatures who live there. We have learned about the forest and the animals that live there.  We have also talked about trees and what trees need in order to live---soil ( nutrients), water,  sunlight, and space. We have played a game, Every Tree for Itself, that showed us how trees get what they need.  We have learned how to tell the age of a tree by counting the tree rings. Also we are learning about leaves and their shapes—simple, simple-lobed and compound.   We have enjoyed this unit and have shared many of our own finds at school and from home.  For instance in our little pine tree forest by the driveway, we discovered a cecropia moth cocoon. We hope to winter it over to hatch in the spring!

This week we will be introduced to Smokey the Bear for Fire Prevention Week and learn what we can do to help prevent forest fires.  We will be reading “The Story of Smokey the Bear”.  We will talk about animals and their habitats as well. 

We are enjoying our chapter books!   We have read “Charlotte’s Web” by E.B. White and watched the movie. We have just finished reading “Ramona the Pest” by Beverly Cleary. Next, we will be reading stories from around the world to go with our unit on how we are alike and different. We will pick a story such as Cinderella and read versions of the story from different countries.

We have all enjoyed picking a book on Monday and reading our books during the week to bring home and share with our families. Thank you for returning the books on Monday!!  It has been a big help to us ! 

The children are also discovering their journals and having fun drawing and writing in them.   We have had a lot of interest in the math area as well.  One of the favorite works is the 100’s board which they enjoy counting at group to complete it.

The children enjoy Cid on Wednesday and the friends who are taking art with Valerie are having fun and creating beautiful paintings.  If your child has expressed interest in art you can still talk to Valerie about signing up. 

Please let me know if you have any questions!

Have a great day!

Joanne (

Marion’s Primary 2 Class:  

Welcome to a great new school year.  The students have truly found their space in the classroom and made some lovely friendships.  They know most everyones’s names and where to find things of importance (i.e. coats, shoes, snack, bathroom items and learning materials).  We are singing, dancing, reading, exploring science and counting together.  They are utilizing the classroom to its fullest potential.  I love it!

We have been busy at work learning about the life cycles of butterflies and trees (in particular apple trees) and the parts of trees and apples.  We explored leaves in many fashions through scientific and artistic means.  We are definitely artists at heart.  We had an apple tasting event where the McIntosh Apple was voted the most popular. (as seen on our graph on the classroom door).  The descriptive words for our apples is also on the door.  Please take a moment to read them…..as they are cute.

     Our next unit of study is fire safety.  It is definitely a popular unit.  The practice of stop, drop and roll, good vs. bad fire, match safety, fire escape plans , fire trucks and firemen will be looked at.  The Old Town Fire Dept. will come visit soon (date and time TBA) Along with some Halloween fun, we will study creatures of the night (bats, owls, spiders, racoons, etc.).  

     My afternoon group has been working on color in art and literature.  The students art work will be sent home as a group soon.   Many stories such as , Harold and the Purple Crayon,  It looks like splitr milk, Browe Bear, Brown Bear, etc., have been shared.  This has been a lot of fun!   Thank you for your beautiful snacks, we appreciate them VERY much.  Remember that share day is every Wednesday.  Our special instruction is given weekly, such as Spanish, Creative Movement and Music.   Please remember extra clothes and warm clothes for the upcoming chilly weatrher.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask.

· Marion

Elementary / Middle School News

AL’s Lower Elementary Class: 

It’s good to be back to school with the kids.  The students have picked up the routine and are doing very well getting their work completed each day.  We worked for two weeks on building friendships and learning how to deal with conflict.  They have made some great progress.  The last few weeks we have worked with measurements.  Measurement will be an ongoing theme throughout the year.  The students have done many exercises with the ruler and this week we will be working with scales to determine the mass of various items.  The next step will be working with volume. The older students help the younger students with the work.  

We have entered a CISV contest at the Orono library by building a scare crow that is displayed at the Birch Street garden.  Please stop in and check it out if you get a chance.

Don’t forget about the Trunk-or-treat celebration on Oct 27th.  We will be doing a Spaghetti Supper in conjunction with this celebration.  The funds raised by the supper will off set some of the cost of our spring trip.  Hope to see you there. 

Please feel free to come visit the classroom at anytime to see what the children are doing.  We love to have visitors.  

- Al

Natalie’s Upper Elementary / Middle School Class: 

     We are adjusting to our new group in the Upper Elementary/ Middle school room.  Students are getting used to the new contract format and routines. Given all the changes, it was appropriate that we start the year off studying Climate Change. Students have investigated themes such as: the difference between weather and climate, the affect of natural systems on climate, the history of Earth's climate and the affect of humans on climate.  We were able to explore this topic outside of the classroom on  trip to the Orono Bog walk, where we examined the effects of Ice Age glaciers. And this week we are visiting the Climate Change institute at the University of Maine where we will see Ice Cores from around the world. Within the class, we had a climatologist give a presentation on her research in Antarctica.  We also took a trip to the Old Town Library where we learned about the Marvel online database and how to find reliable sources of information on the internet. Our next unit is on the U.S. Constitution. Students will be investigating: the creation of the Constitution, the structure of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights. 
     In English we have been studying the art of persuasive writing. Students have been thinking of the difference between facts and opinions. We began by writing letters to parents asking for privileges. I think some students even managed to convince their parents to give them a new privilege or toy!  Students wrote essays on their opinion of school uniforms focusing on writing good paragraphs with facts to support their reasons. Our next topic will be writing recounts or reports in the past tense and chronological order.  
     In Math we began by building the multiplication table with beads and noting the patterns in the squares. Since then, students have begun exploring the concepts of squaring, cubing and exponents. In geometry, some students have been exploring circles, while others are beginning to measuring and build angles. I have introduced a new math work called Math Vitamin. The Vitamins are complex story problems that can be solved in a variety of ways. Students are not told what type of skill they should use to solve the problem, but rather asked to draw from any prior knowledge to find an answer. Solutions should be presented both with pictures/diagrams and equations. 
     Shellie and I have been working to boost the student's exposure to Spanish. Outside of her weekly lessons, students have work sheets that focus on situational vocabulary. We have also worked on conjugating the verb Tener (to have). Students are now writing simple sentences in Spanish as part of their weekly contract. 
     For citizenship, we have been focusing on building our new community and learning to show respect for others. In our new unit on the constitution, we will think about what it means to be a good citizen in a democracy. The class will be asked to create their own class constitution which they can amend as needed. 

A note to parents about the new contracts, students who do not complete all their work by the end of the week have until the following Friday to complete the work. 

-  Natalie

